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2. KINGS. XVIII. 30—3, 


Neither let Hezetiab make you truſt in the Lord, 
ſaying, the Lord will ſurely deliver us, and this | 
City ſhall not be delivered into the hand of the 
Ring of AHria. Hearken not unto Hezetiah : For 
thus faith the King of Aſſyria, make an agreement 

g with me by a preſent, and come out ta me, and then 
eat ye every man of his own vine, and every one of 
His frg-tree, and drink ye every one the waters of 
his ciſtern ; Until I came and take you away to a 
land like your own land, a land of corn and wine, 
a land of bread and vineyards, a land of oy! alive, 
end of honey, that ye 75 live and not die: An 

| hearken not unto Hezetiah, when he perſuadeth you, 
* fers the Lord will deliver us. WE 


WO ways, from the word of God, A 
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. fel to us either from what God enjoius 
. or from what his people under ſuch cir- 
cumſtances have practiced, or by what Satan and 
his inſtruments would diſſuade us from or per 
ſuade us to, — and by the laſt, often, with k 
ſame evidence as by the firſt ; n ar 
inſtruments, according to their meaſure. of pow 
and craft, are always engaged in endeavours/to , 
keep us from the right ways of the Lord, 


* Sc. 


we learn the mind of God and his coun» | ©| 
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uz into evil; and as, in proportion to the evil, 


they ever proportion their deſires and endeavours 


to lead us into it. Satan is well pleaſed to throw _ Y 


job into out ward diſtreſſes; but he would be 


* 


more pleaſed if, by this means, he may conquer 
his virtue and induce him to blaſpheme his ma- 
ker, as far the greater evil.—In a word, as God 


is ever doing good and perſuading us to obey. 
and follow him, as the greateſt good, ſo is Satan, 
and fo, according to their meaſure, are Satan's in- 
ſtruments, doing us evil, and,“ like Lions ſeek- 
ing whom they may devour,” ſtudying to keep 
us from God, and lead us, under various guiſes, 


to in the greateſt evil, and to all other evil accor- 


oo OY ) ĩ ĩ ĩ Tn ee 

Thus, in the paſſage before us, does a ſervant 
of the King of Aſſyria, an eminent emblem of Lu- 

cifer, in obedience to his. maſter, endeavour to lead 


* 


the Jews to the greateſt evil, even to caſt off their 
truſt in God and regard to his ſervants, and per- 


ſuade them to a ſurrender of their earthly all to 
the mere will of his maſter. For this purpoſe he 


uſes many ſounding but unmeaning promiſes, 


and mixes with them the moſt imperious threat- 
nings. 


Ille tells them that he come from the great 
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0 King of Afﬀyria—boaſts of what his maſter had 


done—and would perſuade them that it would be 


| - vain to truſt in either God or man for help againſt 
ſuch a power. Hezekiah, a ſervant of God, and 


they that were with him, would perſuade the 


jJevss not to ſubmit that tho their enemies were in- 
able to his wanted righteouſneſs and mercy, 
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. deed ftrong, yet the Lord was mightier—agd that 
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no loſs to them to ſubmit—and that it was in 


1 bie! 
they might in a humble obedient regard to him 
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Fett hope j in the FEY Satan r puts Rab. 

mhakeh on ur rging the little diſadvantage and ab- 

85 | 1 neceſſity of ſubmiſſion and diſuading them 
trom a truſt in God, which he moſt dreaded, as 
knowing that their lafety muſt chiefly depend my 


this. 

=. Let us centiliter; 5 l bs 
| I. The nature and importance of a true truſt 
| in God—from which Rabſhakeh would difluade | 
the Jews. _* 
| II. The nature of the propoſals which Rabſha- 
5 .  keh makes to the Jews. 


; 55 III. The motives, addreſſed to their hopes and 
| fears, by which he enforces theſe propoſals. _ 
. IV. The applicableneſs of this to the tempta- 
tions of Satan in general, or to the ſituation of 
this land in particular. | 
4 | I. Let us attempt ſome view of the nature welt 
importance of a true truſt in God from which | 
Rabſhakeh would diffuade the Jews. 
“ Truſtin the Lord with all thy heart, ſaith 
true wiſdom—truſt in the Lord at Al times faith - 
a ſervant of God; *« truſt not in the Lord, faith 
an inſtrument of Satan. Both expreſs its impor- 
tance, God knows its entire ſuitableneſs, and 
therefore commends it. His ſervants know its 
worth, and therefore heartily recommend it. Sa-. 
tan is well appriſed of the danger from it to his 
intereſt, and therefore does his utmoſt to prevent 
it. Its importance is ſealed by the pains God 
takes to promote and ſecure this truſt, in the diſ- 
play of divine power, wiſdom, ſufficiency and faith. 
fulneſs, in the works, word, and providence of _ 
_ . God ;—and by all the wiles of Satan, from his 
grand ſucceſs with our firſt parents, through all 
| the e temptations he uſes with the children of men — 
In 
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bs all ah which, the ſucceſs of vg moſt 8 
attempts on mankind have ever depended on his 


keeping out of view, or leading the ſoul to diſ. 


ine power, wiſdom, holineſs, or ſuffi - 


FSiency. 

| If in addition to this, we rene the bid 
5 adynitages of trufting in God—that * they that 
truſt in the Lord ſhall be as mount Zion, and on 


3 truſt the div 


the other hand, the awful doom of the fearful © 


and unbelieving ; it may well induce, even the 


Careleſs mind to enquire ſomething about its na- 
ture, and diſpoſe all to look to the foundation 
of their confidence. 7 
Let us employ a few thoughts « on the genetal 
nature of truſt the diſtinguithing nature of truſt 
in God—and the principle exerciſes of this truſt. 
1. Let us think a little of the general nature 
of truſt, —*Tis.then a quieting regard to the 


N Ability, love, wiſdom, or faithfulneſs, of any be- 


ing; exerciſing which, the ſoul ſo far reſts, as a 
building on its toundation. Or it is the expecta- 
tion of ſome particular, general, or ſupreme good 


from the object on which the ſoul leans, as fuita- 
ble to afford the expected ſupport, *Tis then a 


reaſonable and right confadence when only that 


is expected which the object, on which the ſoul, 
either partially or fully leans, is fitted to afford, 
by power, ſituation, or will, that Which is expec- 


ted. Thus, in animate things, we truſt in a ſtaff 


to ſupport us. We truſt in wholeſome food to 


nouriſh us - we expect ſhelter from the rain in a 
ſufficient houſe a good crop from a fertile ſoil, 
Auck warmth, uſually, from clothes. 

So in things animate, we expect, dae as 
bour from ene; ſwiftneſs from the har. 
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So in abate e wt i in the vile for 5 
* faithful that they will f peak 8 5 
truth the holy and righteous that they wall ſet 
us a good example. And in a degree, we always 
truſt in the OP the faithful, the rich, the wile, 
for help, ſupport, comfort, or needful untl. 5 
| Truſt is thus allied to expectation. ; but ever 
diſtinguiſhed from it, in that we expect evil as 
| well as good, but we never truſt in any object for 
apprehended evil. Truſt is alſo nearly related to 
hope; but ever qiſtinguiſhed from it, as' ſeeing 

and travelling towards a firm rock are diſtingui- 
ſhed from leaning or ſtanding, and 9 5 
upon the ſtability of that rock. e 

Hope is deſſring and expecting ſome go 
viewed as at a diſtance. Truſt is delighting in, 
and leaning upon, and expecting the continuance 
of ſome good viewed as preſent. Expectation 
ſhall be ſwallowed up ;—hope exchanged ; but 
truſt in the ſupreme good ſhall ever remain with 
the holy, 

Truſt may differ in degree, aud in its obſectsʒ 3 
but it has ſtill the ſame general nature, even when 

there is much uncertainty ; as in our regard to 
the teſtimony of a perſan of a doubtful character, 
ſo long as there is any expectation of that for 
which we truſt in the object. Then only does 
it quite vaniſh, when all the apprehended grounds 
of truſt vaniſh When the ſtaff breaks the rock 
Ainks—the-houſe is broken -up—the harveſt is 
__ quite blaſted 3—0or, in general, when that comes 
Which quite removes the ground of our truſt ; 
a caſe Which the diſciples were ready to think had 
happened, when after the death of Chriſt they 
ns + we. truſted that it was he that une have” 
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Thus far the truſt in general.—With regard 
— to the diſtinguithing nature of truſt in God, we 
- obſerve—Tis an entire perſuaſion of the ſuffici- 
ency of his power, wiſdom, holineſs, and goodn 5 
Which quicts, animates, and regulates the ſoul, 
and warms it into a ſerene calm, and healthy ex- 
erciſe of all its powers for God ;—or it is a re- 


gard to this glorious object according to its glos... 


T10us nature. C 3 
Of conſequence there is a two fold foundation 

of a right holy truſt in God—the unchangeable 
glories of God—and a right reliſh in our hearts. 


The foundation in God is what God is and has 5 


done. Here, aſſuredly, there is the moſt perfect 
foundation of truſt. „ 12208 04.4 
Do we expect that a rock will ſupport us. The 
Lord is a rock”. His power formed and upholds 
the known and unknown worlds. Unſhaken and 
fecure in himſelf, though the weight of worlds 
lies on him, yet he ſupports them all with infinite 
eaſe, as the maſly rock the little duſt. 
Do we place confidence in the counſels and di- 
rections of the wiſe ? Behold,—* the only wiſe 
God”, compared with whom the knowledge 
and wiſdom of men and angels 1s but folly. Does 
he counſel and direct us? He cannot be miſtaken, 


Shall we not truſt to his counſels and rely on his 


directions? Shall our hearts venture a ſingle 
movement, as doubtful whether it is infinitely 
. Gifeſt and beſt for us to depend, and abſolutely 
rely on his determination of our end, bulinels, 
path, or happineſs ? _ | N 
Do we truſt that fellow creatures of approved 
fidelity will not deceive us? Shall we not, with- 
ont wavering, truſt that holy God who can- 
more To | 1 . 


++ 
# 


* 
ve N. 3 . a i but 1 S 1. 5-4 N 2 . 
% + 2295 0 
0 * : 


5 Do we often ſt muec bu n 
upon the goodneſs of a fellow creature? Shall 


we not truſt the goodneſs of the Father of the 
__.. Univerſe; that he will do towards us all, that 


Which as, on the whole beſt ? Do we expect much 
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truſt much to, and build much | 


from a ſpark of goodneſs ? Shall we not truſt in 


goodneſs itſelf ? 4 


Do we truſt much to the Redfaſtneſs of ſome 


among our fellow creatures? Shall we not in- | 


tirely depend upon it that the unchangeable God 
will conduct like himfelf? + 


But now of theſe, and all his infinite glories | 


__ God: has given, and we may find complete evi- 


dence. His power crouds on our view in all we 


fee and know, ſmall and great © The heavens 


proclaim his glory“, as their almighty builder. 
And earth has as many voices as inhabitants, or 


even as ſpires of graſs, or particles of duſt; to 
. ſhout forth to every attentive ear Lord God 

ANY His wiſdom ſhines in all the harmo- 
ny of creation. | ky: 


in all the avenues for the objects of our ſenſes— 
in all the pleaſing engagements and diſcoveries of 
reaſon and imagination—in all the evil prevented 
and good beſtowed.  _ | 7 
His Holineſs ſhines in his law—is diſcovered by 
the awaken'd, and reliſh'd by the ſanctified con- 


* 


His unchangeableneſs is the reſult of his other 


glories and is ſtrongly mark'd in the ordinances 
of heaven, and atteſted by the ſteady laws of 
nature. 5 „ 
His grace and promiſes are rich and large -in 
harmony with himſelf, and adopted to remove 


thoſe dreadful bars that ſin and guilt had N f 


in the way. 


His goodneſs mildly, but brightly beams forth. 
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Thus is there à foundation in God, large and 
firm enou gh to ſecure the truſt of all thoſe whoſe 
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But thd' there is infinite reaſon, in what God 


IT is and does, for entire truſt in him; yet, Þlainly, 


man * truſt Hot in the living God”. Many for. 


not ſeek him. Many have no conformity to 
his image, concern about his favour, or regard 


ts bis Son ; or feel ſenſible oppoſition and aver- 


ion, directly oppoſite to truſt. There muſt then 
be a belief of the divine Being and Perfections. 
Me may be ſupported by we know not what: 


But we cannot truſt in that of which we have 


no knowledge. We often miſtake indeed, and 

in our truſt in ereatures generally, or univerſal- 
I, rather; yet even here we truſt in them as be- 
- Ing ſufficient ; and can no otherwiſe truſt in any 
thing, than as thus apprehended. by us. 


fections. e 
However grand and auguſt our views of God's 
glories are; yet we ſhall truſt in them no other- 
wiſe than as we delight in them, or are pleaſed 
with them, either in themſelyes, or in ſome relation 
to us. But if, as is often the caſe, we truſt in, 
or expect the continued exerciſe of: the divine 
power and wiſdom in confined reſpects, or for 
foreign renaſons, as upholding and directing the 
fun, rain, and all thoſe things which are agreable 
to us: yet chis is rather a ſecondary truſt; ſince, 
with our regard to theſe inferior objects, our truſt 
© ceaſes ;—as we ceaſe to regard a particular inſtru- 
ment When its uſe is gone. Such a ſecondary 
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hueearts are prepared to ſee and acknowledge God. 


get God, or, © thro* pride of countenance will 


There muſt be alſo a ſatisfaction in theſe per. 


© _ traſt in God we may have, and often have, while 
6 | a 8 „ 6 
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a large view: of the Wine power and wiſdom in 


_ upholding and governing, directing and-enforce- 
ing, are painful to us. We Sea: no further than 


we are pleaſed with theſe glories. Even ha that 
vainly thinks that theſe perfections ſhall be to his 
eternal benefit; yet he truſts not in them, ſo long 


as he does not lh the direction of the divine 


wiſdom, and dictates of the diviae authority in 


the law of God. This has to his view no perfect 
wiſdom; and therefore he ever contrives ſome 
Way to caſt it aſide. In order to ys mls an ho. 


ly reliſh of ſoul is neceffary. 


As was reliſh is not univerſal or c natural to | 
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creature and: — — own ſtren — will 


dom, and righteouſneſs. For as God N 40 


| the humble; ſo only the humble can look to God 
in the exerciſe of a holy truſt. So far as the 
heart fails of juſt views and ſenſe of its own little. 


neſs and lothſomeneſs, or of an holy reliſh for the 
divine glories ; ſo far muſt it fail of a right truſt. 
As to the principal exerciſes and effects of * 


truſt, we can hint but briefly. 


In general, — we ſa) 


A true truſt in God quiets the ſoul. < He chat | 


truſts in the Lord ſhall be as Mount Zion“. So 
again, ſays the Pſalmiſt, He ſhall not be afraid 


of evil tidings; his heart is fixed truſting in the 
Lord“. Though winds of fears and troubles blow. 


yet he is fixed, by an holy truſt on the rock of 


ages. Lam“, ſays the Pfalmiſt, «* like2 green 


olive tree; for I truſt in thy word”. - As ſome 
trees ee ſo this truſt e 
| e 
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che ſoul to flouriſh even in ol cold blaſts of out · 
ward diſtreſs.—It prevents murmurings as its 


direct oppoſite. It keeps us from crooked paths, 


25 oppoſed to the wiſe and holy directions of 


- in which we truſt as beſt. 


This truſt is exerciſed, ; principally and” e 


ul and all its concerns 
to God for time and eternity · leaning on him as 


in committing the 


able and ſufficient to uphold us. 


This is actively expreſſed in various ways. +. 
Tis exerciſed in prayer. As ſaith the Pfalmiſt, - 
Atruſt in the Lord at all times, pour out your 


hearts before him*”. It is directly expreſſed in 

aiſe; in which the foul looks over, delights in, 
and reſts upon the fulneſs of God. It is exerci- 
ſed in remembering paſt ſupport, and in ſeeking. 
future favours. It has much place in reading and 
ſtudying the works and word of God—that we 


may know more of the glory, and learn the mind 
and will of God. : 


Again. As we are e ſinners, this | truſt is exerci- 


ſed in goſpel repentance and faith—in hating ſin, * 
lothing ourſelves, and lying low before God; in 


all of which, ſo far as evangelical, the ſoul truſts 


in God, as being, directing, and doing all that 
which is right. In faith tis directly exerciſed in 


truſting to a crucified riſen Saviour, as the image of 


the Father, the gift of his love, in whom are diſ- 
played, and by whom are eſtabliſhed all the decla- 


rations of the divine authority, wiſdom, holineſs, 
and love, in the works and law of God. T dus 


does this truſt imply, and furniſh the ſoul for the 


pa. of true love to God and his creatures. 


Of canſequence Laftly—this truſt flows forth 


in obedience to the Cade of God. Why 


are N diſobedient ; when there i is ſuch infinite. 


Tm 


* 


that God's directions are ſafe and beſt ? We are, 


_ reaſon for obedience: to God? God declares the 
_ univerſal cauſe in the caſe of Iſrael he obey- 
ed not my voice; She truſted not in the Lord. 
Do we truſt in God? We jult fo far believe and 
feel the reality of his being, and the perfection 


the methods and means —his authority and wif. 


truſt in the divine power, as ſufficient ? Where 
are his proud queſtions, Who is your God, that 


maſter” ? Did they truſt in the divine wiſdom? 


| mercy, to vindicate their cauſe againſt an unjuſt - 


. eaſy way of ending a great difficulty—if the pre- 
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and deſirableneſs of his authority. Do we truſt 


juſt fo far, impelled to walk in the paths, and uſe 


dom point out, „ 4, 6 
This is, I think, ſome ſketch of a true truſt in 
God : that truſt, from which Rabſhakeh would 
diſſuade the Jſews.— And well he might. For ſo 
far as they truſted in God, they built on that 
which infinitely ſunk his maſter. Did they | 


he ſhouid deliver you out of the hand of my 


Where are his and his maſter's crafty defigns ? 
Did they truſt in the divine righteouſneſs and 


and cruel invader ? It ſinks his maſter and him 
ſelf into motiſters, mere beaſts of prey. Well 
might he then deſire to prevent this truſt, which 
eftectually barr*d all his propoſals to them. 
Let us, briefly view _ | ; 
2. The nature of the propoſals which Rab- 
ſhakeh makes to the Jews. 3 
eagerly diſſuades them from truſting 
1e warmly prefles them to truſt him 
gaſter. VCC 
le propoſes then to the Jews to“ make an a- 
greement with him by a preſent.. This is an 


- 


- 


ſent be not too large. What ſort of a preſent 
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deadly, nothing ſhort of an entire ſubmiſſion. No. 
thing ſhort 6f preſenting their eftates to his will- 


to be uſed as he eus proper — their bodies 

to his ſervice, and their religion to this regulati- 
fo far, at leaft, as to acknowledge that there 
was no God like the King of Aſſyria. A preſent 


indeed this! He is willing to compliment them 


fo far, it they will make this entire ſubmiſſion, 
as to call it a preſent. But have we not tniſta- 


ken him ? would he be contented with no preſent 


thort of this ? plainly, he would not. *Tis ever 
included in entire unreſerved ſubmiſſion - tho 
called by the {oft name of a prefent. And, as ve wy 
deciſive evidence, we are juſt before inform 

that Hezekiah had given bis maſter “ all the fil- 
ver found in the houſe of the Lord, and in the 
treaſures of the Kings houfe . But this was not 


enough. Still the ci is for a i gn long as 


there is any thing left to preſent. For no preſent— 
they could ſend would anfwer': But they muſt 
* tome out”, and preſent it, and themſelves a- 


vs Toe it; or elle it would never ſatisfy this 


leech, crying, © give, at . 
Let us take notice, 


3. Of the motives, addreſſed to „ der hopes 


and fears, by which he enforces theſe "propoſals. 


There needed affuredly, ſome very important 


reaſons to enforce ſuch propoſals as theſe, Rab- 
ſhakeh has the reaſons ready to aſſign. 
He tells them that if they will make an unre- 
ſerved ſubmiſſion—preſenting themſelves and 
their all to him,—he will engage, and ſurely they 
may believe him, after he has prevailed on them 


to diſtruſt God,—that he will preſent back a- 


is * them enough of their own for a 
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. ortably upon, and enſure to them the 
Auiet enjoyment of it. They ſhall « eat”, at 


leaſt-as long às his maſter in his wiſdom thought 


of his fig tree, ahd drink every one the water of 
his ciſtern” : Which they were ſenſible, was the 
very. mantier in which their God uſed to ſpeak 
of bleſſing them, —They ſhould plant and few, 


and have enough for their ſubſiſtance at harveſt, 


and his word for their ſecurity from their enemies 
on all ſides. They ſhould enjoy all this in as 
great a degree, and as long, as the great King of 
Aſſyria thought beſt. And, furely, this muſt be 


beſt, every. man of his own vine; and every one 


ſafer for them, than to be left to their own judg- | 


ment in diſpoſing of, and their own ſtrength in 


defending themſelves and fubſtance; He engag- 


es that they ſhall be dreſſers of their own fields 


and vineyards—for a ſeaſon ; and that if the 
great King of Aſſyria thought beſt in his wiſdom, 
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after a time, to remove them to ſome other parts 


of his dominions, yet, he engages that they ſhould 
de carried to à land as good as their own, and of 
the ſame kind ; where they ſfiould enjoy all need- 
ful food, drink and eloathing in the cultivation of 
the ering of, And as this was all they could rea- 


ſonably deſire, their caſe. muſt needs be far better 


to enjoy theſe under the ſecurity of ſuch a wile; 
great, and good King as his maſter. - 


Thus far, ke addreſſes their hopes, But, now, 
to faſten, and give foree to, the reaſons for the 
propoſed ſubmiſſion, — he attacks their fears, 


and tells them that, if they will not ſubmit, die 


they muſt, and die they ſhall that there was no 
way for them to preſerve their lives no way 


that they might © liye and not die“, but accept- 
ing his offers a neither God or man would 
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- ately deal out to them, unleſs they immediatel 


comply with his juſt and merciful ppg £4 


And now what will they do, © that give 


© ali tokiva that fat 


” Will they, 1 


1 mere compaſſion to them, before he ſtrikes . 
the fatal blow ;—which in the * and armed | 


With the ſtrength of his maſter; he ſhall immedi £16 


7 live, and live comfortably, or die mie 8 


Let us view a little, 


ehe applicableneſs of this to the temptations 


of Satan, in general,—or the ſituation of this 


land i in particular. 
As to the applicableneſs of this to the tempta- 


| tons of Satan, in general. 


This is what Satan has always, attempted, and 


EL that in which he has had dreadtul ſucceſs, to pre- 


from the ſeverity of the Saen and the ſen- 
ſible, or imagined advantages of diſobedience, 


N truſt in God. 


85 Thus did he attack, and thus, to the ruin 'of | 
£22 > themſelves and the whole family of mankind, did 


Ys 


he ſucceed with our firſt parents. From the na- | 


all not eat of every tree of the garden” :—And 


preſſing: the concluſion, that the threatning was 
only a ſcarecrow ;j— © ye ſhall not ſurely die; 


Y for God doth know that in the day ye cat, your 


eyes ſhall be opened”. In both, urging a diſtruſt 


of the truth, faithfulneſs, wiſdom, and goodneſs 


| of God,—As if, though God would not be much 


didiſpleaſed with theirdiſobedience, y et he begrutch'd 


them the advantage they would gain by it. Thus 
has Satan conducted ever ſince. So long as he 


25 vun Keep out. of view the power, 5 


4 


ture and flrictneſs of the command, arguing a- 
5 * the reality of it yea hath God faid we. © 
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authority, wiſdom, goodneſs, and holineſs of God, | 
or darken the ſoul's view and ſenſe of them, ſo | 
that they ſhall have on the mind only the force of 
_ doubtful concluſions ; ſo long has he eaſy acceſs 
to the ſoul—to unhinge it from all deſires, and 
endeavours to ' obey God, and, on the contrary, 
lead it by hopes and fears addrefled to all the 
common ſprings of the ſoul, to trample on the 
divine commands, and give the ſinful heart flow- 
ing reins. A ſoul; uninfluenced by truſt in God, 
Satan eaſily perſuades that in the ways of fin it 
hall find earthly eaſe and pleaſure, the only things 
of importance when, and ſo far as the ſoul diſ- 
truſts God,—that in this way it may enjoy riches 
and honour, gratify the ſenſes, and“ fulfil the de- 
ſires of the fleſh and of the mind”, and all with- 
out any diſturbance or fear: or, that if any ſet of 
pleaſures fail, others ſhall come to ſupply ther 
places that if the imagin'd pleaſures of godlineſs 
fail, the pleaſures of {hall abound—tar more 
to dur reliſh—that if we are taken away, we ſhall, 
at leaſt, enjoy eaſe, and may expect ſuch good as 
ſuits us, if we ſarvive death, ſo as to be capable 
of pain or pleaſure. On the other hand, Satan 
uades the foul, void of truſt in God, that if it 

will not hearken to the counſel of luſts, there is 
- preſent death to all comforts, in pleaſing ourſelves, - 
gratifying our luſts, and enjoying the good our 
heart rela that it were as well to die, as to 
be deprived of the pleaſures of ſin, and come under 
the reſtraints, and walk in the glooms of religion. 
In this, Satan ever ſucceeds, juſt ſo far as he can 
introduce diftruſt of the truth, holineſs, or in ge- 
neral of the perfections of Gt. 
So long as the ſoul firmly aſſents to the truth 


ef Gad, and conſides in his wiſdom, . 
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kis falliciency Satan finds no . to. 10 


duce his temptations—here he muſt wor does be- 
„and here, alas, he has melancholly ſucceſs. _ 


As to the applicablenets of this to the fituation 5 


of this land in particular We obſerve 
x. Here is a mighty claim of Rabſhakeh, in the | 
name of the king of Aſſyria, that they, the Jews, 
mould agree with him, ſubmit, and preſent their 
earthly all to him and his ſervice. Whence is then 
his right to this ? It ſhould ſeem that one of theſe 
three 3 the beſt title that we can make out 


| for him 


Either that their her Abraham, from whom 


| the Jews profeſſed to deſcend; came from the land 


of Chaldea, and ſo was a fubject of that empire; 
and of conſequence they alſo, as deſcendants trom 
"him—or that not long before, under the rei 

Gf Ahaz, the Aſſyrian King had ſubdued the 
City of Damaſcus and kingdom of Syria, a neigh- 
bouring power, which had long been a ſcourge to 
the Jews—or, if this evidence were not complete, 
that the King of Aſſyria had ſome hundred thou- 
ſand men, ready to prove, at the point of the 


ſword, the argument full and unanſwerable. 


Thus the Parliament of Britain claim a right 
to us and ours in America—to do with us and 
ours as they ſhall think beſt, with reſpect to life 


and property all that which can come under the 


juriſdiction of any carthly power. They deſire 
that we would agree with them in this, - and 
make them a preſent of ourſelves and our earthly 
all, to be diſpoſed of as they ſhall judge proper. 
They deſire that we ſhould yield their right to 
this: Or, in their own language, they claim, and 
inſiſt on our yielding it to them that, of right, 
"they have power to bind the people of thele colo- 
nies 
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nies by ſtatutes in all caſes whatſoever''; And ac 
cordingly they are now attempting to enforce thi: 
W Whence, now, ariſes this right ? * - 
is urged, that our fathers came from Britain, 
1 a century or two ago, and that, being ſubjects of 
EE | Britain, before they came here, they, and their 
pPoſterity, to all generations, muſt and ought to 
remain ſo. Though it is obſervable that if there 
| Is any force in this, tis either in a great meaſure 
15 loſt by our fathers coming directly from another 
country, Holland, where they had long lived as 
ſubjects or elſe the argument will recoil on 
themſelves, and oblige Pom to this entire ſub- 
miſſion to the inhabitants of Alia, from whence, 
aſſuredly, their fathers came. But inſtead of 
this, they attempt to enflave them as well as us. 
In addition to this, tis urged that Britain has 
+ _ defended and ſecured the ating aren't 
„ conquered Canada, a neighbouring power, which 
had long been a ſcourge to us. For this ſervice, 
without conſulting us, they judge themſelves en- 
titled to the diſpoſal of us, and our property. 
Although it might ſeem but fair, firſt to have 
ſtated heir accounts, and deſired aurs, and pro- 
oſed a fair reckoning, and then demanded the 
OR if any due. Inftead of which, they 
make the charge, prove their own accounts, and 
proceed to an attachment of us and our proper- 
ty, without allowing any pu from their deci. 
ſion—although we, as well as the Jews, and all | 
mankind, ſhould be unwilling for a pretended 
creditor to be both judge and executiontr ; anc 
although much of their charge againſt us appeal 
to us, and many 1 themſelves, eithe 


groundleſs or much too high; and althougt 
; | n 


wy ae: 28 555 LOS, WES * is: 25 Ne 9 5 EF; 3 TO EP 8 . 


n 
5 r 
* LIC 
x 1 9 1 
5 75 x 
» 5 * DO 
7 SEPA * * Y 
* ? N % 4 t £2? g 7 8 
5 4 - — 4 a * 
+ 7 
>; bp vy —— 1 
4 


* 
* 


If We 


alu, did Aſſyria conquer Canaan for Iſrael? The 
anſwer is no. Aſk again; did Britain purchaſe 

or conquer America for our Fathers ? he plain 
anſwer is no, they did not. The ſame God that 
conducted Iſrael into the land of Canaan, con- 
ducted, and in his providence, made way for our 
Fathers. —Enquire” further, did Britain defend 
theſe Colonies in their infancy ? The anſwer muſt _ 
ſtill be no. But we are told, perhaps Britain 


"5h would have defended us, if we had been attack» | x 


KA 


ed. We hear of no attempts to defend us in 
the only capital inſtance of deſigns againft us. 
We are then informed theſe deſigns would have 
been multiplied : and ſurely ſucceeded, had not 
fear. of the power of Britain prevented. ?Tis 
hard to prove or diſapprove this article of charge 
againſt us. If allow'd—and Britains claim in 


_ conſequence z we are indebted—as a flock of ſheep 
to wolves, that have ſecured them by their how. 


lings, tho without deſign, from foxes and ſmall 
dogs, and then devour them for their PAy— as, ſure, 


no powers that would have attack'd us, would 


haveaim'd at more than to do with us and ours as 
they ſhould-think beſt. But however this be— 
we are deſired to remember that, lately, Britain 
has conquered Canada. Tho? here, the argu- 
ment of the Affyrian king ſeems to have the ad- 


vantage; as he conquered Damaſcus on ſome. 


particular deſires and ſubmiſſions of Ahaz, and 
Wichout any aid from him: whereas Britain con- 
_ _ quered—with the fully proportion'd help of Ame. 
Ties, this Province in particular. Both agree in 
this —that both Aſſyria and Britain have retain'd 


the r ty and property” to nn, 
772 ut, 


nd erecit be i us in 3 that ve 5 
of eh account Which 1 is reaſonable. 
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She has and ſends her fleets and armies, to prov 


i But, now, if "NE theſe bag; + aid here 
5 4 not à full conviction on our minds of ou 
Obligation to yield the point of right; Britain 
2s well as Aſſyria, has another argument at hand | 
"which ſhe ſuppoſes muſt produce conviction 


e art of the argument, which mi . 4 em. 
3 tber wil to fail. gi FEY, 
| I his leads us to obſerve - 5 
2. The correſpondence in the een, urge 
by each to inforce their claims. 
The offers made by Rabſhakeh are chat, 
the Jews will agree with him, and ſubmit te 
him, and make him a preſent of their earthly al, 
themſelves and ſubſtance—they ſhall for a ſeaſon 
at leaft, have a ſubſiſtance, with his ſecurity, b. 
their labour on their own. | 
Thus does Britain promiſe that, if we will 
with the right, and peaceably ſubmit e 
under ſuch limits as they think fit, labour 
our own, and enjoy as much of the fruit an 
benefit of our labour, as they ſhall fee and jud 
© beſt for us. If we will ſubmit as dutiful ſer 
vants, they mean not to ſtarve us, but to all 
us a8 1 80 food and eloathing as they judge w 
need: And, ſure, they can judge as well or 
ter than we. As to what we can earn, over and 
above this, as to be ſure, we can make n 
good uſe of it, we may depend upon it, that th 
will uſeit wiſely, but we need not enquire how. 
 Rabſhakeh engages—till he ſees fit, to come an 
remove them to ſome other part of the em! 
8 maſters, we know, may wiſely employ 
their ſervants, now in one, now in another par! 
of 8 ſtates, as they Toe: 1 | 
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: from. county to county, from province to pro- 
5 vince, or den America to FRI: as ſhe ſees 


Fo TPnther, 5 enforce his propoſals, Rabthakck 
_ threatens, and Pagers his forces; and ſo doe} F 


Britain. 
Rabſhakeh 1 of ub 79 not in the... 


| Lord”: And Britain affects to deſpiſe our Pe 
tations of help from God or from man. 
In concluſion, 


We may ſee what is right for us to 40 3 in the | 


preſent day. 
The Jews ſubmitted not—ang, in his own 


time and way, the Lord delivered them. 
They truſted in God; and ſo may we—op- 
poſing the power of God to Britain's force ; his. 


25 Wilden to their craft; his righteouſneſs to their 


injuſtice. Thus may we truſt in the Lord, and 
yet hope in his mercy. 


We hear not, indeed, how the Jews agreed 


in their refuſals to ſubmit. If, however, there 
were ſome, as generally. in ſimilar cafes ſince, 


who were diſpoſed to ſubmit ; they were over-ru- 


led in their falſe humility, or worſe deſigns.” _ 
May we then, prizing the gifts of heaven, 
feeling our own unworthineſs of them, and ; 
knowing whence our effectual help muſt come, 
ſtudy.to preſerve them neither proudly truſting 
in our own ſtrength and deſerts, or, lazily aad 


- ally, pretending truſt in God; while we neglect 5 


the open paths his providence points out. 


In the 2d Chronicles 32d Chap.— where We 


have an account of this ſame affair, we are told 

that Hezekiah and the people took counſel, 

and — the fountains of water without the 
on "I 
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city, and the brook that ran through the midſi 
_ of the land”. This was, doubtleſs, an inconve- 
85 nience to themſelves to be obliged, for them- 
ſelves and cattle, to depend on the walls within 
the city. But they choſe to ſubmit to it, as the leſ- 
ler evil willing for a ſeaſon to deny themſelves of 


things convenient, that they might preſerve things 
nece ; 
e 


5 were effectual. Had they ſubmitted, or neglec- 


N to do that faithfully, whatever ſelf-denial it coſt 


put ourſelves under the protection of the univer- 


ſatisfaction of every 22 mind, ane | 


ary—willing to uſe probable means, while 
epended on God to apply thoſe which 


ted obvious means, under the pretence of truſt. 
in Nazis z their truſt would have contradicted 
itſelf. | 
Thus may we learn to do likewiſe. Many 
things are not neceſſary for us. But it is necęſſa- 
ry for us to obey the voice of that God who 
hath ſaid, © / ye may be free uſe it rather”. © 
Let us then hearken to the voice of God— 
the calls of juſtice—the ſighs of our land—the 
example of the wiſe and good—and in our reſpec- 
tive ſpheres, endeavour to ſtop the waters 
that would pleaſe and ſtrengthen the enemies of 
our ſouls, and of our country—the waters of 
contention, ungodlineſs, unkindneſs, and ſelfiſh- 
neſs ; which provoke God, oppoſe truſt in him, 
and tend to our own ruin. Let us endeavour 


us, Which demands our concurrence. Let us 


{al King, and truſt in him that Rabſhakeh blaſ- 
phemed, whoſe laws of juſtice, from the influe 5 
of deſigning men, Britain ſeems at preſent Ac. 


poſed to neglect. 


Peaceable meaſures of op oſition, if poſſib! ve 
_ humanity will dictate. Such meaſures, to t 
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aby che late grand council of America, with 
the moſt delirq 


le union —Meaſures,, Which re- 


1 e ee, however, I add, which will effec- 
ftually try the virtue and wiſdom of America 
Which fuppoſe a degree of both, that ſelfiſh minds 
can hardly believe any capable of. Our enemies 
know, that if theſe meaſures can't be defeated, 
they muſt and will defeat them. The various 
arts of ſelfiſi craft, to perſuade us of the un- 
lawtulneſs, or impracticability of them, and to 
ſow difſentions and jealouſies among us, we 
have ſeen exerted, and may further expect. 
But we are not ſure they will ſtop here. We 
have ſeen ſome attempts to intimidate us; and 
. hear many /ounding threatnings. Troops, to the 
amount of thouſands, ſtationed in the Capital 
of this Province ; the general of the army ap- 
©. pointed Governor of the Province; armed for- 
ces ſent to ſtop a legal town mecting—and called 
off, obviouſly, only for want of firength to ſe- 
cure a retreat; a naval force in our principal 
Harbours ; batteries erected at the entrance of 
our Capital; the loud noife of the enemies of 
their country, publiſhing for certain the ſpeedy 
arrival of foreign troops, ſeconded by Canadians: 
and Indians—in addition to the brutal threats: 
of North that he would“ lay America at his 
feet” —explain'd, by being taken out of the me- 
taphor, to mean . obedience”, without reſerve 
7 N the mother country”, or, in plainer en- 
$1 al, 


| to himſelf the miniſter ;,—and this com- 
pared with the manifeſt readineſs of the rew 
-Parkament to ſecond, to the utmoſt' of their 
wer, the deligns of the Miniſter—ſcarce leave 


even feeble hopes, but from the unſearch=>!-- 
F | Ways 
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guire but only*Telf denial, or conquering our- - 
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.fo 


expect. — Europe is, at length, again in peace.— 
The ſons of the north, the Ruſſians, harden' 


crafty miniſter will chuſe to hazard the event 
while maſter of the force of the nation 


From foreign alliances, always precarious, and fre 


quently miſchievous, we have but little help t 


by froſt and rugged. living; experienced o 
late in a ſucceſsful war; now at leiſure; w 
are threatned, —ſhall try further campaigns ir 
the fields of America. Can the miniſter | 
means to pay them; no doubt they may b 
procured. Their ſovereign is a tyrant them. 
ſelves ſlaves, —unacquainted with liberty, unlefs 
by diftant rumours, or feelings of Humanity 
ſtifled in their birth by their flaviſh ſituation 


Worthy executioners of miniſterial juſtice. 


Shall we then be idle: when, under Goc 
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> once taught us how to prize freedom, forbids it. | 
. 1 Wot to our Fathers, who ſo dearly purchaſed: . 1 
; 5 = Macon we! for us, forbids it. Juſtice to ur. TE = | 
5 een millions, forbids i. >: 7 | 
1 Po No gobb t much is to be ſuffered, rather than * | | 
We. 1 the horrors of war. But though _ | 
- Wne of war be ever doubiut: equal horrors of”. 4 | 
|  flavery are not doubtful. 5 5 | 
Ik juſt Heaven ſhould IF us to the field 7 
we know not yet all the enemies we ſhall have | 
5 to encounter. "We are told=—they will be, moſt-. | | 

i: - 8 or all, regular troops. _ 

If large bodies act — tis plainly n en a 1 


6-7 there thould be ſome method in which they m 
1415 act together. No doubt in this there may be, | 
and often is, as in clothing, mere finery diſtin 

FO from uſe. But a fteady ſeries of facts prove, 
= as well as the nature of the thing, that ſmall 
comparative bodies of men, who know how to 


5 ule their weapons, and act together, and ſup- 
* one another - have ever been, in a long 


i .conteft, far. ſuperior to thoſe who have ruſhed on, 
5 Without any thing but accidental ſupport from one 
other. — Witnels, among a multitude of other 
e „the late ſucceſs of a ſmall part of the 
. of Britain, in the hands of the Eaſt-India 
Company, againſt a people as numerous as the 
inhabitants of theſe Colonies. Thus, alſo, the 
2; -—Ruffians, who have lately triumphed over the 
85 urks, were, not long fince in the largeſt num. 
| ” the ſport of the Swedes, their leſs nume. 
| ons but more expert neighbours. 5 
eps the time, de to attain . el. 25 
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gp that a ſpirit for military di/ſtipline prevails ſo Grin 
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b ; ariſen where Officers have been appointed in 
the old channel. Prudent faithful men will, 
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who ſeem generally to expect be drivers; or 
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this and the neighbouring Provinces.—Tis pity 
there Have been heats in anytowns aboutthe choice 
of Officer —we hear of none in this. There 
can be no rule in prudentials, where: many are 
concern'd, but that the minority agquieſce. At 
this day 'tis particularly necefſary® But I think 
we may ſafely ſay, that as great difficulties have 


3 be very cautious how they a a Jar, 
here ſo much depends on union. 

Some, and we hear a large proportion in this 
1 have engaged, ble to the plan of 
the Provincial Cdüncil, to hold yourſelves in 
particular readineſs to act in the ſervice of your 
Country. The friends and enemies of your 
Country are much intereſted in your conduct. 
*Tis to be hoped and expected that you will keep 
the nd 7 65 rewagt in view are Ameritans 
the n of Britons ? If they are, your conduct 
with that of America, is Treaſon, R rand 
all that ſober men ought to avoid. If they ara 
not avoid this ſervitude faith God. Ad it 
ſay juſtice, conſcience and intereſt.Oppoſe i 
in the moſt effectual manner faith prudence 
That we ſhould be bound by them 1 all caſes. 
i e is the unbounded claim and ſteady! 
purſuit of Briton.— They tell us of millions.of 
maſters—the ſingle ſlave finds it difficult to ſerve. 
one.—But they, and, their aſſiſtants among 


to be very much favour'd in their taſk, are- all. 
earneſt to perſuade us that we ſhall find the beſt” 


of maſters, if we wil Tn Byte. this is 2 
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"milltary: kill. — You have . 
we hope you will pay them 
ffary xefpet—filence and atten- 
flentials, ode. which . 

ber 2 1 , „ NI 
Sd 7 endeavour. to 5 "the Segulars. in 
Rage of waer motions— none, I hope „il. 
compare with them in pro- 
* The courage they wen if 
| ly furniture, and dats thoſe 
— that 4 Tober, will earcely rome them. quite“ 2 
| "My frien ds; thou gh 1 am not able to aſſure | = 
on all the events of our preſent, controyer. 
e et ſure Iam. that you are called, in co +. 3 
on With the reſt of the world, to a conteſt in = 
you muſt conquer or die eternally—my -fY 
« warmeſt wiſh for you is, that you may i 

tf Oi ian armour, and fight the good _ Wo 4 
ht-of —and then, if call'd to riſk, or 
le your lives in the ſervice of your coun- 
ou ſhall aſſuredly triumph. death ye. 

*conquer—and, beyond the dark valley. 

. of that God whoſe exctuſroe preroga- 
t is. to bind in all caſes whatſoever in 
a univerſal dove is a ere 
* dition finds Fadm "* 
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